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Plan our Future at the VOLUNTEERS

. NEEDED
Friends AGM
Please come to the AGM of Friends of Please consder standing for the
Carnegie Library on Thursday 19t June 2025. Friends’ committee or helping
This will be held in Carnegie Library at 6.30 for in some other capacity. We
7-9pm. The Friends’ quorum is 22 but your particularly need a Treasurer.

committee hope many more members will If you have at least elementary
attend. Tea and coffee will be served. book-keeping skills, please

. e consider standing.
After reports on the progress in revitalising the

library and financial reports, there will be Volunteers are always needed
elections of committee members (Trustees). to help with the considerable

amounts of work done by the
Friends. We need more help

especially with:

ELECTIONS
The current committee will stand for re-
election. We would like more members! If you

are interested in getting more involved in putting on events
Friends’ plans and activities, let us know. gardening
Contact friendsofcarnegie@gmail.com or leave our website

a note in the Friends’ posttray at the library. publicity

We’'ll be happy of answer any questions you social media

may have.

Friends committee: John Cagan, Faith Cook,
Jeff Doorn, Maude Estwick, Maureen Freeman,
Bob Goodrick, Jackie Plumridge, Laura
Swaffield, Hazel Watson.

If you are interested in taking
on any of the above, please
contact us by one of the
methods shown opposite.

All supporters are welcome to join an open
discussion on the future, but only members of
the Friends can vote.

DISCUSSION

What is a local library for?

What do we want to see at Carnegie Library?
How can we support the library?

What can the Friends do?




Brenda Jones (1928-2025)

We received the sad news that a founding member of the
Friends died earlier this year. Brenda Jones was born 9
December 1928 in Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire. I first met
Brenda in the library on a Saturday in 1999 when Lambeth
announced the library and four others would close. The
councillors and officers met our questions and arguments with
“we'll make a note of your comments”. When they left, 300
angry people were galvanised when Brenda held up a lined pad

for those wishing to form a Friends of Carnegie Library to sign.

She was Chair of the Herne Hill Society and for a time became Chair of the

Friends. She was a great supporter of the library and held her 80t birthday in the art
gallery the Friends had created next to the Children's Library. Her later years were
spent in Totnes, and she died peacefully on 24 February aged 96. She is fondly

remembered by everyone who knew her.

Recent Free Events

Q Jeff Doorn

7 December 2024.

Our 26™ Annual Winter
Fair was opened by
our valued head of
library services,
Susanna Barnes. Live
mellow jazz, fun for
kids, raffle,
refreshments - and of
course a wealth of
local craftspeople and
activity groups on
show.



: 3 May 2025. Pre-VE Day celebration! Live music, stories,
singing, crafts for the kids and a wonderful collection of

3 pictures from Lambeth Archives. Local MP Helen Hayes
dropped in to meet the afternoon’s star Annie Gelly.

WY

13 May Author event. Message from local poet Louise Walker:
"I just wanted to say a big thank you for welcoming me to the
Carnegie. The event was so beautifully organised by the Friends
and the librarians, and it was a lovely audience.” We agree! It
was a very enjoyable evening.

Catch Up Here!

The Friends have been unusually busy since the last newsletter came out. We have
continued with our “Second Tuesday” monthly author events and our equally popular
occasional Saturday events. All free of charge, of course. We have also turned out at
the library every Saturday (instead of once a month) with tea and cakes - to explain
to shocked library users what is going on. See The Million Pound Threat below...
Available on video: https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19pFBjDQK4/

Next Free Events...

Author presentations, hosted by the Friends in cooperation with Lambeth’s Library
Service, every second Tuesday of the month from 6:30pm for tea, coffee and cake -
7-8.30pm or livestream to view online from home (details on our website) If possible,
book with Eventbrite to help us plan...or just drop in!

10 June
~ Local author Adam Mars-Jones
introduces Caret, the third book in his
series about comic hero John Cromer

- “one of the funniest, most self-
aware characters in English fiction”.
The previous books were Pilcrow and
Cedilla - look up the words if you
don’t get the in-joke!
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1314871860129 FOOD' "

AND HOW TO
SURVIVE T \

8 July

Kathryn Bullock with Food and How to Survive it: Why ultra-
processed food is bad for us and what we can do about the
global obesity crisis. Eventbrite link T/C on our website.


https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2F1314871860129&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc5164ad37d264c0de0eb08dd9393c9b9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638828985235259396%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=58e0GAP9A6m6T9IK3dw8WeiJAO0gCV4J979FiE9EoC4%3D&reserved=0

12 August

Historian, broadcaster and writer Tessa Dunlop with Lest
We Forget: War and Peace in 100 British Monuments.

) British Monuments

FORGET

YUNLOP

The Million Pound Threat

On 19 February Lambeth council officers astonished us all with a sudden promise to
cut £1m from the libraries budget of £4.5m a year. This is about half what
Southwark’s libraries get, and is almost exactly the same sum in cash that Lambeth
spent on libraries in 1984 (with inflation, that means it's gone down by two-thirds).
The cut was “announced” as a single line among 700+ pages of bumf for the
Cabinet meeting on 24 February. The idea had never been seen before by the
library service, councillors or the Cabinet.

Once the news leaked, there was a flurry of demonstrations and speeches - and the
Friends played a leading part. As instant visual aids we gave out DON'T STEAL OUR
LIBRARIES T-shirts left over from a previous campaign. To no avail. The decision
was rapidly rubber-stamped by the Cabinet, full council and overview & scrutiny
committee. See story and pictures on our website.

What now? Those officers are now trying to make this huge cut work - without,
they promise, closing branches, reducing hours or affecting the service in any way!
Really????

We are watching progress and will report...



THE “HUB”

Confused? You may well be. “"Carnegie Library Hub” is the newish
“trading name” of the unelected body that is still officially called the CCT
(Carnegie Community Trust). In fact, the CCT has nothing to do with the
library, and does nothing that supports it.

All it does is occupy five rooms in the Carnegie building, which once were
well-used by the library service and gave it a decent income. The “Hub”
hires out the rooms, takes the income but has its running costs paid by
the council. Last year the council decided it should finally pay its way, as
it had promised to do (and more!) when given the use of the rooms.

Cue for confusion. The CCT claimed it could not continue on this basis
(true) and that if it left, the library would be in danger (untrue) and the
rooms would be lost to other users (untrue).

Unfortunately the council also became confused. Result: the “"Hub” (i.e.

the CCT) remains for the time being. All free events for the community

continue to be provided by the library service or the Friends of Carnegie
Library...

Not a hub!




Library Opening Hours

Day Morning | Afternoon

Monday Closed 2to7

Tuesday 10to 1 2to7

Wednesday | 10 to 1 2tob6

Thursday 10to 1 2to7

Friday 10to 1 2to6

Saturday 9to 1 2to5

Closed on Sundays and Bank Holidays

Regular Activities in the Library

Wriggle and Rhyme for the under-5s is on Wednesday mornings from 10.30 to
11am and Saturdays 9.30 to 10.30.

Friends’ Tea Stall on the first Saturday of the month from 2.00-4.00

Carnegie Library Chess Club meets every Saturday from 2 to 4.30pm.

Bridge Club Mondays 2.15-5.15.

The Book Group meets the third Monday of the month 6.30 to 8pm.

Chatter Books Book club for 7-11 year olds last Monday of every month 3.30-4.30
Write Club for women, third Monday of the month 6.30-8. Open to all levels.
Friends Author Events second Tuesday each month, 6.30pm (tea) for 7-8.30.

e 10 June: Adam Mars-Jones with Caret.
e 8 July: Kathryn Bullock with Food and How to Survive It.

Follow us on Twitter/X

@frndsofcarnegie

https://www.instagram.com/p/DIYSLWOIBqq
Filmed at the library by Lulu Valentine

http://friendsofcarnegielibrary.org.uk/



